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a the object of this our annual crt 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 


= 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


| s the eterndl state of being 
is + of infinite moment in itself) and is so regarded by every enlightened 
ind, whatever tends to enfeeble the hopes and darken the prospects 
am persons so enlightened cannot fail to impress them with a burden the 
weight of which is proportioned to the importance which they attach to 


‘those interests; and whilst the ungodly in general are prone to presump- 


tion, not a few of the truly pious and humble are greatly addicted to 
groundless despondency. Self deception they very justly apprehend to 
be inconceiveably awful; and frequently their natural timidity, their 
partial acquaintance with the riches and promises of gospel grace, in con- 
nection with the temptations of their common adversary forbid their in- 
dulging a cheerful hope of the safety of their state lest they should hereby 


be deceiving themselves. That this state of mind is often experienced by 
the genuine followers of Christ is evident from the various complaints of 


such persons recorded in scripture, as well as those uttered by the Godly 


in more modern times. To attempt the removal therefore of those scruples 


is an important part of the work of the christian minister. Hereby he 


“discovers his tenderest concern for the weakest of his brethren, obeys the 


repeated injunctions of Scripture, and most eminently copies the example 
of his adorable and condescending Lord, who will not break the bruised 
reed nor queneh the smoking flax. And weaccerdingly find that the 
prophets of the old and the apostles.of the new Testament have laboured 
much in this department, and so have all those ministers in modern times 


| 


who have been the most zealous and successful. | 


“Amongst the numerous sources-of distress the fear of beving eommitted 


the unpardonable sin has been 0 may a pious mind one of the greatest. 
To consider this subject, -and to attempt the removal of ia fear, = be 


‘We shall begin by enquiring into the nature ofthat sin and in 
to that enquiry shall lay before you those scriptures which are supposed 
to refer to it, and then make some observations upon them. | | 


‘Ast. Matt. xii. 31.32. Wherefore I say unto you, all theta of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the . 
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word against the Son of Man it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost,itshall.not be futgiven him, neither in 
this world neither in the world to come. have : 


2nd. 1. John v. 16 16. 17. 18. 
isnot\unto death he shall:ask, and ‘he shall give him life evento them that 
pray forit. All unrighteousness is sin; and there is a sininot unto death. 


‘We know that whosoever is‘born ‘of God sinneth not: ‘but the that is begot- 


“Brd. Heb. vi. 4.5.\6. Fores 
fightened, ‘and ‘have tasted the heavenly gift, and have been made par- 
takers of the Holy ‘Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, andthe 
powers of the ‘world to'come, if they shall'fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance ; ‘seeing they 
and put him to dn open shame. 


“4th, Heb. x.’ 26, 27. 28. For if we sin wilfully after we have 
seceixed, the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no_more.sacrifice 
for-sin, buta.certain. fearful looking fur of ‘judgment and fiery indignation 


which shall devour the adversaries. He that despised Moses’s law died with- 


out mercy under two or three witnesses: of how much sorer punishment 
ahall he:be thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of God 
and counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was 


holy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of Grace? 


"These are‘we apprehend ‘the principal , 
posed torefer to the sin-under-consideration. we own‘they leave the 
subject veiled in a-considerable degree.of obscurity, from which we can- 
cumstance has led some. divines to suppose that the unpardonable sin could 
only be committed during the ages of the church in which the miraculous 
influences of the Holy Spirit continued to he possessed. “This opinion, if 
true would at once remove the difficulty under which any tender con- 
science may labour inthe present day, But though we think consider- 
able “probability attends it; we are ‘not satisfied ‘that its: evidence'is so 
as'to enable us tomcquiesee ‘in it, ani! to rest the weight of the 
subject intrusted to us ‘upon jit: venture however‘to make the following 


observations, asso many deductions from ‘we-have cited caicu- 
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by the Holy Ghost was particularly end direuttnntiniend and 
This seems evident from our Lord’s words, in which he not only. it, 
the Blasphemy against: the Holy Ghost, but also represents it to consist in 


speaking a word aguinst the Holy Ghost. The same is also evident from 


‘the occasion of our Lord’s discourse on the subject, which was that of the 
Scribes and ascribing the asivactes which he 


approaches to it as would lead on toits commission, should they continue 


temper andl spirit, the language whentive 
to his. Messiabship, ‘that God 
should see fitto impart. It appearsto us that it was inthis capacity that the 
Holy Ghost was.especially to be sinned against; and that those who ascrib- 
ed his miraculous.eperations, suchas his endowing the apostles with the gift 
of tongues, of healing, &c. to the Devil, under all the other aggravating 
circumstances about to be noticed, would have been guilty of this sin. 
_ And something like this seems included in the texts in the Epistle to the 


_ Hebrews, generally thought to refer to the same sin; for we-can hardly | 


account for such an apostacy as is there mentioned under all its circum-' 


stances, nor the Janguage by which the sin of thoseapostatesisdescribed, 


on any other supposition.” We are told that such persons crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame 3; ivadd un 
der foot the son of God, and count the blood of the covenant, | 
he was sanctified, or consecrated to his office, as our great High+Priest, 
an unholy thing, and do despite unto the Spirit of Grace, ‘Dheseex- 

(pressions cannot, in ourapprehensions, be with any propriety applied to 


persons must have something like reason to oppose to the evidence with 


fessed to have embraced it, the principal of which consisted:in the mira- 
Ghost,) they they could 


of imputing such miraculous effects to Satanic influence, ‘The guilt 


incurred by such conduct, appears:to us to have attained the highest pos- 
sible degree of aggravation, ae 
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2. This sin could be chargeable on those only who uttered such Blas- ~ 


_ phemies, under the fullest means of information to the contrary, whe 
knew the intention of the miracles in question, and who uttered the Blas- 
phemy from real malignity of heart. Had these Blasphemies been ut- 
‘tered by persons at a distance from the scene of action, and who had heard 


of the miracles by a vague report, or by such (though on the spot,) as— 


had not paid that attention to the subject matter of the testimony confirm- 


ed by them as to be acquainted with its import, criminal as would have 


been the conduct of such os, we have no idea that it would have 


amounted to the unpardonable sin. The Scribes and Pharisees addres- — 


sed by our Lord on the subject, wire such as constantly attended his 


ministry, knew the theory of his doctrine, and were eye-witnesses of the | 


_ mairacles by which it was confirmed. And as for those mentioned in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, they are said to have been once enlightened, 
and to have received the knowledge of the truth. Or under these circum- 


stances of high aggravation, had the Blasphemy been uttered through — 


_ the force of some sudden temptation, either from the suggestions of the 
enemy within, or from some sudden surprize or terror without, and so 
_ not been expressive of the prevailing temper of the mind, though it had 
been a case sufficiently lamentable, it would not have been the unpardon- 
able sin. It is plain that the opposition of the Scribes and Pharisees arose 
_ from aversion to the nature of the doctrine itself, and thet those apostates 


in the Epistle'to the Hebrews, are said to have sinned wilfully, or rather — 


as it should be rendered, willingly, and to have done despite unto the Spi- 
rit of Grace. The case of such appears plainly to be this; the persons 


referred to had embraced Christianity, not from a love to its nature and — 


design, but from extraneous considerations, such as worldly advantage, 
the force of external evidence, and the like, as was the case of Judas and 
many others; they had made rapid advances in the theory of its doctrines, 
_ had attained to ahigh degree of eminence in the church, and had been, at 
least many of them partakers of miraculous powers; for however unac- 
countable to us, nothing is more certain than that many graceless persons 
were, in the primitive age, possessed of these powers, Judas, for instance. 
But amidstall their attainments their hearts were in a: state of real hostility 
to the genuine design of the gospel. This hostility kept under for 
awhile at length gained the ascendancy, and a fair opportunity presenting 
itself, led them to throw off Christianity entirely, and go over to its ene- 
mies, and thereby to give full scope to the enmity of their hearts against 
‘it, and which enmity would seldom fail to rise high in proportien to the 
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- family duties, may have forsaken the public worship of the douse of Ged, 
may have shunned the 


restraints under which it had been confined and the high degree of repu- 


tation such et the side of Chris- 


| | 


5. te unpardonable bi could bechargeable on those only whose malig- 


‘nant opposition was to, or whose apostacy was from:Christianity itself, not 


‘merely from some of its truths or duties, but from Christianity itself. Many 
who were once under a profession of it, and had worn hat profession for 
years with high reputation, may have apostatized, and yet fall short of the 
sin under consideration. They may have gradually sunk into indifference 
to its spirit and temper, may have neglected the discharge ef secret and 


mpany of lively and exemplary christians, may — 


have yielded to temptations, and may finally have abandoned themselves 
to a course of scandalous immorality. New though these instances which 
probably occurred then, and which have more ortess occurred in every 
subsequent age of the church were exceedingly. affecting, yet as the a- 
postacy was not from the but from the pr etice of 


tothe nnpardonable sin. It did not come up to tholdeserigid of that sin 
in the passages referred to. We readily allow that such unhappy persons 
be they of that or an y subsequent age, brought great reproach upon 
Christ and thegospel; and unless God gave them repentance did assured- 
ly perish in their sin, andina future world would be found amongst 'the 
most miserable of the damned; yea, that the instances of the recovery 


of such persons were and still are comparatively few, so that they are 


set forth as an useful admonition to all religious professors to avoid the 


beginnings of such a course of backsliding as they would the certain way 


to death ; yet we cannot pronounce their sin unpardonable. In the great- 


~ ernumber of instances their sin is in fact not pardoned, not because its 


pardon was unattainable, but because they never made the proper appli- 
cation for its forgiveness. They perished not because their state was ab- 


solutely hopeless, but because like innumerable other sinners, they never 
laid hold of the hope is set befure them. | 


4. The unpardon sin was committed by those only whose opposition | 
to, or revunciation of Christianity, and ascription of the miraculous. 
evidence of it to infernal agency, were public and notoriqus, ' 
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swith the Boribes and Pharisees. 

crucified the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame, Nor 
can less than this be included in the sin unto death mentioned by the 
apostle John. It is:plain that there was an obvious criterion by which 

‘it might be known; and was known by the christians of that age, when 
any one had committed thatsin. From the expressions of the apostle, — 
no difficulty, it should seem, could hang on their minds concerning it. 
Had there,' the apostle would have taken sufficient care to have removed 
it, and-would not have introduced the subject so abruptly or dismissed it 
‘with equaliabruptness. According to him, the christians of that age 
knew whenthey saw a brother, or one who was reputed a brother, sin the 
-sin-unto death, and could easily distinguish it from that sin which was 
‘nat‘unto death. In the latter case they were allowed to pray for the of- 
fender, which inthe former, namely the'sin unto death, they were not en- 
couraged 'to do. 


“"Those who ‘had commited the sn, were nee 
brought to repentance, 


Had they, they would unalterable 
and graciousdeciaration of God, that he who confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins bethey ever so great and aggravated, shall have mercy. Repent- 
ance and remission of sins are inseparably connected. But those who 
had:committed this sin never repented; they never saw the evil of that 
sin, never felt any relentings, any meltings of heart on account of it. 
‘They neverprayed for forgiveness; nor had they, nor could they have, any 
-pecourse to thatgreat atonement on account of which alone sin is forgiven. 
The nature of their sin lay in an utter rejection of that atonement, and.an 
invincible hatred to it. Instead of applying to the Son of God, they trod _ 
him under foot; instead of depending on that blood which he had shed 
forthe remission of sins, they counted it an unholy thing. They did all 
this in spite of the fullest testimony which God has ever designed to give. 
He therefore saw fit to leave them to their own hearts lusts, not to give 
them repentance, but on the contrary to make them examples of his right- 
eous yengeance. It is, as one of the texts affirms, impossible to renew 
them again unto repentance. Nor is it at all contradictory to this thet it 
is said of them in another text, that nothing remains for them but a cer- 
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| | Lead | 
real expectations, but represent what they ought to expect, what will 
inevitably befall them ; but ifthey did, such a fearful expectation would 
partake more of the despair of the damned 


the apostolic age, by those who, having full opportunities for witnessing 
the miraculous attestatiuns with which the mission of Christ was attend- _ 


| ed, and admitting in the general that miracles were a sufficient test of — 


doctrine, did nevertheless out of hatred to christianity, publicly reject 
it, and ascribe those miracles which were wrought by the Holy Ghost in 
proof of its divine original, the reality of which miracles they could not 
but admit, to the influence of the devil. Hereby they sinned in an awful 
degree against the Holy Ghost—they did despite unto the Spirit of 
Grace. It was in fact charging Jesus Christ with a coalition with the 
sworn enemy of God and man in a design to deceive the human race, and 
making out the Holy Ghost to be 


-‘T'wo sorts of persons The first 
class were the scribes and pharisees, and other persons among the Jews 
who saw and were forced to admit the reality of the miracles of our Lord, 
but who persisted in a public rejection of his doctrine. Now as these 
persons, on the other hand, had full opportunities of judging of our Lord’s 
claims, and knew that he appealed to his miracles in support of those 
claims, and on the other hand had admitted that miracles wrought by the 
immediate interposition of God, were a sufficient proof of a divine 
mission, and the truth of a doctrine, and had admitted and publicly 
professed to have admitted the divine authority of Moses, and to have — 
received and submitted to the whole system of his, doctrine on this 
ground, so they had no means left of supporting themselves in their op- 
position to Christ, but the desperate expedient of ascribing bis miracles, 
which they could not but own to be as striking as those of Moses, to the 
agency of Satan himself. The second class were persons who had em- 
_ braced christianity, had attained to great eminence in the doctrinal © 
knowledge of it, were witnesses and even partakers of the miracles with 
which it was attested, but who, from real aversion to it, which had lurked 

unseen under all their specious professions of it, had publicly renounced j 
it, and to countenance themselves in such a renunciation of it, had as- 
cribed those miracles to the agency of the devil. he 
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If this statement be just,-we may be able to reply to the question that 
will probably be asked—Can the unpardonable sin be committed in the 


present day? In all its circumstances we reply it cannot. It could 


only be committed while miracles were continued in the christian church. 


- But should any one ask, cannot it be committed in substance, or which > 


is the same thing, cannot christianity be rejected under such circumstan- 
ces, and the rejection of it be attended with such aggravations, as may 
amount to it? we own, we cannot reply with so much decision. But 
if it can be committed now, the following aggravating circumstances 


must, we think, attend its commission.—The person who commits it must, 


Have publicly professed christianity and admitted the reality and suf- 
ficiency of the miracles by which it was, on its first introduction, declared 
to have been attended, and that too, not as a thing of course, or of vague 
Opinion, but asthe result of and the dictate of judgment. 


Have attained toa great degree of ee in the public profession 
of christianity, and of eminence in the knowledge of its doctrines. 


- Have lived for a considerable | sper of time apparently under the influ- 
ence of those doctrines, professing to have felt the sorrows and joys, 
which the full conviction of the awful and glorious realities of a future 
world are calculated to fn after all this, 


Have publicly renounced ite and sided with its enemies, and 
that too from a deliberate aversion bad heart to it. —And finally must, 


Alave ascribed its miraculous ssi: the reality and sufficiency 
of which he had before admitted, to the same cause as that to which the 
‘scribesand pharisees and apostates from christianity in the primitive age 
- had ascribed them, namely to the power of the devil. Whether these 


“circumstances of aggravation may exist since the cessation of miracles, 


* or whether the sin has been in fact committed by such persons as Francis 
_Spma, and some others, of whom we read in the early times of the refor- 

mation, we will not presume to decide; but we cannot but think these 
circumstances essential to its commission, and that such persons as have 
yenounced christianity under those aggravations approach the nearest to 
the sin under consitleration of any we can conceive of. | 


We close our observatiuns on this part of our subject, by transcribing 
the following sentence from the pious and learned Dr. Doddridge. 
“ Though perhaps this sin cannot be committed now, at least by any whe 
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* continue to retain alee profession, yet it is of great importance 
© that the strictest care be taken to keep at the remotest distance from all 

“* the appearances of it; and perhaps it was expressed the more obscure-' 
ly, enretwe, on purpose to promote such a caution.” (Lecture 133) 


_ We proceed to attempt the removal of those fears which many dejected 
souls may indulge lest they should have committed that sin. And whatever 
difficulties may hang upon our minds respecting the precise nature ef the 
gin itself, we feel none at all in pronouncing the fears of all such persons 
on that head, to be altogether groundless. Few of them have attained to 
_ that degree of doctrinal knowledge that is essential to the commission of 

this sin ; fewer still mas eminence of reputation in a profession of reli- 

gion that is necessary to it; none of them have been guilty of that public 
and total apostacy from christianity attended with malignity of heart to it, 
which amounts to the sin itself. A person might have been surprised by | 
_ temptation, and betrayed into the commission of gross immoralities, he 

might have suffere: a gradual, and for a while an almost imperceptible de- 

clension in the power of Godliness; he might have listened to the artful rea- 

sonings of the nasi truth, and for a while given way to them, and sur. 

_ rendered some important doctrines of the gospel; or he mighthaye been con- 

scious of many horrid blasphemous thoughts arising in his mind ; or under 
the influence of the entreaties and threats of the enemies of God nied truth; 
he might have shrunk from the fire, the toriure, or the prison and denied his 
profession. But we would ask such a one —‘‘ Have you, from an abiding 
hatred to the truth, to the Saviour, to his blood as the atoning sacrifice, 

| | to his righteousness as the ground of your justification, to his Spirit as 
your sanctifier, to the whole design of God i in glorifying himself im say- 
ing sinners by Jesus Christ? have you from this principle thrown off 
your profession of religion, whena favourable opportunity presented itself, 

and sided with its ayowed enemies. Yea, we ask further —Have you 
not only, after such attainments, as are necessary to qualify a person for 
the commission of so horrid an iniquity, not only openly apostatized from 
your profession and sided with the enemies of real christianity, but have 
you used all your influence and all your artifice to degrade the religion of 
Christ, to invalidate and bring under contempt the evidence with which its 
truth and divinity are attested? To such inquiries we are persuaded he 
would return a negative answer. Now, though we should hesitate to 
affirm that the person who conscious of all these complicated crimes, had — 
actually committed | the unpardonable sin, yet we feel no hesitation in 
saying that he 3) is not chargeable with them or that has not carried 
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apostacy to‘the last mentioned pitch of aggravation, has not committed it. 
Tosuch a one we would say, we readily allow the evils of which you may 
be conscious to be great, to be highly aggravated, to call for deep abase- 
ment before God, to be such as put the mercy of God, and the merit of 
Christ, speaking after the manner of men, to their utmost stretch, but 
they are not unpardonable. They come within the compass of that pro- 
mise of our Lord’s, which precedes the first of the texts in which the un- 
pardonable sin is mentioned, namely, that all manner of sins and blas- 
phemies shall be forgiven unto men. They are sins which in various 
instances, have in fact been forgiven, as the cases of David, of Manas- 
seh, of Peter, and of ou sufficiently attest. 


~ Butthat on which we lay the greatest stress in the present case is, that 
the very fear in question discovers such a reverence and respect for Christ 
and the gospel, and such a tenderness of conscience as plainly shew that 
he that possesses it has not committed the unpardonable sin. It is quite in- 
consistent with the thing feared. It is one of the characteristics of 
the persons who have committed the crime under consideration that they 
are never brought to repentance. t is said to be impossible to renew them 
again unto repentance. Now though we should hesitate to affirm that 
the temper of mind implied in the fear itself, is repentance, yet we are 
certain that it is no ways inconsistent with repentance, and is never found 
in those whom God has given up to final impenitence. It supposes that 
the subjects of it would thankfully accept of the divine mercy if they 
could possess it; that they now approve of the method of salvation by 
Jesus Christ, and would gladly partake of the salvation itself, were it 
within their reach. Nowthis isa clear demonstration that such persons 
are within the call of the gospel, and may be as freely addressed as Bar- 
timeus was by the attendants of our Lord, who had before charged him to 
hold his peace, be of good courage, arise, he calleth thee. Surely no-— 
thing less can be implied in such declarations as the following: Look upto 
me and be saved, all ye ends of the earth. Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him turn unto the 
- Lord and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God for he will 
abundantly pardon. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord, though your sins be as scarlet they shall be white as snow, 
and though they be red as crimson they shall be as wool. Come unto | 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and J will give you rest. 
Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out; And that repent- 
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beyond all comp 


- yal gloom, to seek out for reasons to justify itself in its fears. That 
the probability of having committed the unpardonable sin is one of them: _ 


ance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all naé 


tions, beginning at Jerusalem. There is no difference between the Jew 
and the Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all'that call upon 


him. For whosoever ‘hell: the tiame’of the be 


_ The spirit and the bride say come; and let him that heareth say, come; — 
and let him that is athirst come; and whosoever will let him take of the — 


fountain of life freely. | | | 


_ We could easily multiply. texts of ecriptane to the same purpose, but 


- forbear to enlarge, and close our address with the following remarks, 


1. That though the persons who fear they may have committed the 
unpardonable sin are sincere in their professions on this subject, yet we 
are apprehensive that the despondency to which this fear is supposed to 
give rise, is from another cause, and that ~ fear rathera symips 


tom of a previous disorder. 


Two causes te this effect. The i is a natural 
end consists in melanchely. This disease is often constitution 
and hereditary ; in other cases it is accidental, or brought on by o 
disorders, or such distresses as overpower and enfeeble the mind. Th 
subject of this disease, and who is seldom so happy as to be aware of it: 
operation himself, views all objects through a false and distressing ey 
And whatever object engages his principal concern, is sure to awaken hi 
despondency. This, in persons who have a true sense of religion, is 

isa the safety of their state, the possibility and ho 
of pardon. On this, therefore, the disease seldom fails to operate mo 
powerfully. It puts the mind, over which it has already thrown a omnes 


Of the truth of this remark, our observation has often convinced us. No 
though we do not deny that much pains should be used to convince ail 


persons of their mistake, and the most skilful and tender expostulations 
_ and reasoning should be employed for that purpose, yet we are far froma 
expecting complete success from these measures alone, We would there- 
fore entreat such persons to attempt a cure or a mitigation of the disor- | 


der itself, by having recourse to medicine, air and exercise, as wen as 
reasoning and * religious and devotional exercises, | 


The other cause is not natural and therefore less difficult of removal, 
namely, a —* and — view of the aca ® such persons w 
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would say, fix your attention on the exceeding riches of divine grace, the 
all-sufficiency of Christ, the infinite efficacy of his blood, the glory of all 


the divine perfections in the salvation of sinners by Jesus Christ. Do not — 


measure your fears or hopes by the supposed magnitude or diminution of 
your crimes, but by the all-sufficient remedy Grace has provided for their 
pardon and removal. The former will only perplex you, the latter will 
enable you to see that the great transgression, which you thought would 
seal your condemnation, sinks along with all your numerous iniquities 


into the abyss of pardoning mercy. While, says David, I kept silence, 


my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long For day 
and night, thy hand was heavy upon me, my moisture was turned into 
the drought of summer. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and 
mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions 


unto the Lord: and thou — the 7 of my sin. Go thou 


and do likewise. 


2. That though we are persuaded that the fear that oppresses such 


persons is groundless, we would by no means wish them to rest — 


without positive evidence of the safety of their state. 


“This ev idence will rise out of the renewed exercises of repentance 


- toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. For, though few have 


committed the unpardonable sin, great multitudes have their sins, in fact, 
unpardoned, and have perished for ever. And it will be little consolation 


to a ruined soul, in the regions of misery and despair, to reflect that his — 


iniquities had not reached the highest pitch of criminality to which human 
guilt could arrive. Persons cannot be too often told, that though there 
be only one sin absolutely unpardonable, yet none will have their sins 
pardoned but such as truly believe in Christ, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God. These only are the legitimate fruits of that faith to which the pro- 


mise of salvation is annexed. We beseech you brethren, to give all dili- 


gence to make your calling and election sure, to add to your faith, virtue, 
and to virtue, temperance, brotherly kindness, charity, godliness &c, 
So an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into ” everlasting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. — 


8. Though we highly esteem superior attainments in christian 


knowledge, and eminent gifts for the christian ministry, and 
high reputation in the christian church, yet we would address a very 


serious caution to those who appear to possess these distinguished 
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aceomplishments. They are in the greatest danger of any. They 
are risen to a great eminence, and have therefore the farthest to fall. if 
any arein peculiar danger of committing the sin unto death, they are the 
persons. Itis to such persons more especially that the cautions in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, to which we have often adverted, are addressed. 


They are like the persons who were once enlightened, who have tasted - 


of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to 
come. But in all their»splendid acquirements, they had nothing that 
would infallibly ‘secure their standing. On the other hand, when the 
apostle turns to ‘the main body of common christians, he assures them 
that he was persuaded b@tter things of them, even things which accom- 
panied Salvatior . For God, says he, is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labou of love; in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
‘minister. The work, i. e. the work of faiti and labour of love, were for: 
Tess splendid attainments than those above-mentioned, but they furnished, 
in the apostle’s apprehension, a much firmer ground ofsecurity. Let all 

therefore, whose gifts and abilities have raised them to a superior eminence 
be above all things anxious to excel in the exercise of those graces which 
are common to the humblest christian. Be not high-minded but fear. 


Brethren, we commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
_ which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among th 
that are and rest, | 
| willing Servants for Jesus’ 


Signed on behalf of? JAMES HARGREAVES 
the whale. nie MODERATOR 


| 


MINUTES, 


BLACKBURN WEDNESDAY MAY, 28th. anp 29th. 1817. 
At half past ten o relck 5 in the morning, the ministers and mes- 
sengers met for the arrangement of the business of the association. 


In the afternoon at two, Brother Steadman prayed, Brother Har- 

_ greaves was chosen Moderator, the letters from the churches were 
read, from which it appeared that the churches were in peace, that 
most of them had some additions, several of 
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and that they, upon the whole, exhibited symptoms of a revivah __ 
Brother Steadman then gave a brief statement of the exertions and ; 
funds of the Itinerant Society. Brother Dyer concluded in prayer. 


In the Evening at half past six, Brother Mann prayed, Brother 
Stephens preached from 1 Sam. xxx. 6. BuT DAVID ENCOURAGED 
HIMSELF IN THE LorD HIS Gon. Ai collection was made for the 
Itinerant Society, Brother Steadman read the circular letter, and 
concluded ip prayer. 

At half past six, met for prayer, in which our brethren John Jack- 
son, Beetham, Trickett and Medlock engaged. 

At half past ten, met in the Rev. Mr. Fletcher’s (Independent) 
place of worship, Brother Thompson prayed, Brother Fisher pr¢ach- 
ved from Col. i. 28. WHom we preacu &c. Brother Lister, from 
Psalms xvi. 11. THovu WILT SHEW ME THE PATH OF LIFE &c. and 


Brother Fletcher, in whose meeting-house we assembled, concluded 
Adjourned to the Baptist meeting house, when the following reso- 
lutions were passed:— _ 
-1.—That the circular letter, drawn up by Brother Steadman, upon 
the Unpardonable Sin, be printed, and that he be requested also to 
print it in another form for more general circulation. 
2..—That the church at Inskip, in the Fielde, be received into the 


association. 

3.—That the next association be at Rochdale, on Wednesday and 
‘Thursday in the Whitsun Week, and that our Brethren, Lister of 
Liverpool, Jones of Sheffield, and Steadman of Bradford be request- 
ed to preach, and in case of failure, our Brethren Gray of Blackburn 
Jackson of Accrington, and Fisher of Liverpool.* 


4.—That the next circular letter be on “ The necessity of attempt- - 
ing the more extensive spread of the gospel at home, and the means 
by which such an attempt should be made,” and that Brother Fisher 
_ be requested to draw it up. 
§.—That it be reeommended to the churches to take into considera- 
tion the distressed state of the country and. to observe such a day as 
may be most convenient, as a day of fasting and prayer. 
pee 6.—That the thanks of this association be given to our Brother — 
. Fletcher and his Friends for their kindness in accommodating them _ 
with their place of worship. 
~ In the afternoon at four, Brother James Jackson prayed, Brother 
Mann preached from Matt. x. 2.°3. 4. Now THE NAMES OF THE 
TWELVE APOSTLES WERE THESE &c. and concluded in prayer. 


The association was interesting and pleasant, and the public ser- 
vices numerously attended. | 
* Put up at the Swan-Inn, Rochdale. 
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in the 
ASSOCIATION. 


urches since 


last 


Accrington, 
Barnoldswick,t 
‘Blackburn, 
Bradford, 
Braimley,........ 

| Barslem, . esr 
| 
Colne, cere 
Cowling-Hill,..,..........| 
Gildersome, 
Halifax,.. 
Hebden-bridge, ........... 
Inskip, 
Keighley... 
Leeds | , 


liverpool, 


Manchester, 
Masbor0” 
Meltham-house,........... 
OREN, 
Rawden,,. 
Rishworth,+ .. 
Rochdale,...... 
Salendine-Nook, ......... 
Shefheld, 
Wainsgate,.. 
Wigan,..: 


| 


Baptismm......... 164 
10 


Increasé. By 


Byrom-st.. 
Lime-st..... 


ot 


Hudson eset 


eee 


Total. 183 | 
Naser of Members 2338. 


[Anerease | Decrease.) 

of the a 

Tacks 0M 12|—|—4 2; 2) 2) 125 
Dyer.... 19 2 2 1i2 


Steadman 
Trickett 
Beetham.. 
Heyworth 


Shuttleworth......... 
Scariett........ 


Maden. 
 Lakelyn 
Shaw.. 


Or 


Lister 
Stephens 


Medlock.......- eee 


NO Letterj— 
2| 
Littlewood........ 3|\—|—4 li— 
2|-— 
die 2| 3i 3 
Mann....... 
| No Letter — 

164/10) 9 


Decrease. B y Death..... 


Dismission...... 


Exq@usion 


Clear i increase 114. 


__* This is the increase oftwo years. + One sent into the Ministry. | 
N, The ministers whose names are are not ordained 


| 


| 

| 


li— 
115 
| 29 
J 61 
205 
3 424 
6, LIN 92 
No Lette 47 
No Lette 
7) 
38 
23 
28 
44 
105 
124 
LOY 
| 
36 
48 
30 
Is 
[2338 
10 
estoration ....... .......22 
Total. 69 


